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Welcome ! 

Message from the Principal  

Dear Banneker Families, 

I can’t believe that January is already gone. 

Blink, and you would have missed it. Can you 

believe that your kindergarteners are halfway 

to first grade? And our fifth graders are 

halfway to middle school. It has been a great 

school year at Banneker this year and I am 

excited to share some of the great things that are going on around our 

school.  

2018-2019 Registration Information--1st Day of School is August 23, 2018 

 February 20, 2018—online pre-registration opens for ALL grades 

Parents will be able to submit their pre-registration and will be 

instructed to contact the school to schedule their face to face 

registration appointments starting March 21, 2018.  No elementary 

registrations or appointments will be “accepted” before March 21st. 

 March 21, 2018—KG registration kick-off day.  

First day to accept elementary appointments and/or registrations for 

the 18-19 school year 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 7 

Booster-thon Pep Rally 

1:30pm 

 

February 15 

Family Literacy Night –  

time TBA 

 

February 16 

GlowRUN 

time TBA 

 

February 19 

No School – Presidents’ Day 

 

March 2 

Celebrate Read Across 

America Week…details to 

come!  

 

 

 

 
Please refer to our school 

calendar page: 
https://www.lcps.org/Page/41681 
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PBIS Updates 

Great start to 2018! We have earned more than 500 Broncos in January and on Thursday 

morning we will announce the class that earned the maker space special lesson with 

Ozobots and Sphero balls.  

Valentine’s Day Message: 

In keeping with current practices designed to protect the health and safety of all children, 

elementary students in Loudoun County Public Schools are not permitted to distribute 

candy or other food items to classmates. As Valentine’s Day approaches, it is important for 

parents to understand that candy brought to school by students, including candy attached 

to Valentine’s Day cards, will be returned to the parent. Children are permitted to share 

Valentine's Day cards with each other, but they cannot give out candy. 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

During the period from February 1st through February 25th, second grade students in 

Loudoun County Public Schools will take the online Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, 

Level 8. The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to 

learn new tasks or solve problems in the absence of direct instruction. Students’ reasoning 

abilities are measured by three different batteries, or groups of test items:  the Verbal 

Battery, the Quantitative Battery, and the Non-Verbal Battery. Each battery is comprised of 

three subtests. Students will complete all nine subtests, three per day, on consecutive school 

days. The daily test administration period is untimed, however each day’s administration 

period should not exceed 90 minutes. 

Because students cannot prepare for the CogAT, they will have the opportunity to become 

familiar with test items through practice activities.  Students will become familiar with the 

online testing environment via practice questions administered before the first subtest.   

Score reports will be sent home to parents/guardians with the 3rd quarter report card. 

  On-time Arrival to School and Absentees  

Thank you for all of your efforts with on-time arrival. This has improved tremendously since 

the beginning of the year. I will be sending out attendance letters again the week of 

February 6th. As a general rule of thumb a letter will go home if a student has missed 10 

days, 10 percent of school, or 5 days which are considered unexcused. These are 

considered excessive absences. Excessive absences and tardies will be handed over to the 

attendance officer if no improvement has been made.  

 

 



Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to all of our Spelling Bee contestants. We are so proud of our 5th graders. Ellia 

Mytsa was the 2018 Spelling Bee champion and Georgia Ewin will serve as this year’s 

alternate.  

Congratulations to all of our National Geographic Bee contestants as well. Ellia Mytsa was 

the 2018 Geo Bee winner.  

Peachjar- Last year around this time, Banneker launched its e-flyer system called Peachjar. 

Please use the link on the website for quick access to all of Banneker’s e-flyers at the touch of 

a button.  (Click here) Banneker Elementary School Eflyers 

 

Banneker Glow Run 2018 Newsletter Blurb  

February 16th is almost here! This February, Banneker students will be participating in a Booster-thon Glow Run 

Fundraiser. It’s a 9-day program that kicks off with a Pep Rally on February 7th. Families will then gather pledges 

for every lap your student runs (30-35 laps), and we’ll celebrate at the Glow Run on February 16th. With our big 

goal of raising $4,000 for Banneker teacher professional development (Math focus), we asked the Glow Run 

experts at Booster-thon to power our Glow Run and make it more profitable, easier, and fun.  

 Students will also experience an amazing character theme, CASTLE QUEST! an English castle theme all about 

being brave and living with character. On their quest to regain Bravemore Castle, students will learn the “SIX 

VIRTUES of a TRUE HERO” from a cast of colorful characters. 

 Donations will go toward Banneker teacher professional development (Math focus) and to the entire 9-day 

experience. So please help our school by reaching out to sponsors. Also, all families are invited to come out and 

cheer on your student at the Glow Run! Thank you for your support! And thank you for the support from our 9 

wonderful sponsors who are featured on the shirt. Their generous sponsorship allows for every child at 

Banneker Elementary School to have a shirt for FREE to wear during the Glow Run on February 16th.  

 Castle Quest- One Week Away Video: https://vimeo.com/222281599/502e97e29e  

Robert L. Carter, 

Principal  

Follow us on Twitter @banneker_es. 

 

 

https://www.peachjar.com/index.php?a=28&b=138&region=36809
https://vimeo.com/222281599/502e97e29e


In the Library -  

by Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org   
Your brain on books: The human brain is very creative. When we read, we automatically 

visualize whatever it is we are reading in "the minds-eye." Just by reading, our brain triggers 

complex visualizations. This takes practice, of course, and visualizing while 

reading is a literacy goal for students in the library. I often ask students to 

close their eyes and visualize what I am reading or talking about. This can 

be a great game or activity at home, too! Have you ever read a book or 

watched a movie and you lose yourself in the experience? A great book 

is a highly immersive experience that makes our brains come alive by 

having vicarious experiences. A lifelong love of reading may very well be 

one of the best habits you’ll ever have. 

Tech in the School 

by Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org   

We continue to explore Google classroom, Digital Citizenship, 

MakerSpace resources, coding, and tablets as tools to expand our 

learning. To add to the resources, I would LOVE to create an EPIC Lego 

wall in the Lab or Library extending creativity and tactile learning. Do 

you have extra Lego at home? If you would like to donate clean Lego 

pieces (a snack bag to sandwich-size Ziploc bag full) to the cause, 

please send them into the Library. Contact me at the email address above with any questions.  

MakerSpace after school has been a 

tremendous experience! Students become 

engrossed in innovation and exploration. A 

few new items have been added to the 

collection in January, such as Magformers, 

Code n’Go Mouse Maze, Little Bits, Synth Kit, 

and Interlox. Students show up in the library 

promptly at the last bell and get right to 

‘making.’ Nate and Brenden proudly 

showed me their accomplishment creating 

multiple actions within Snap Circuits. I was 

thrilled with their creativity as well!  

We could use donations of AA & AAA batteries. Please label and send to the library. Thank you  

  

 

mailto:Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org
mailto:Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org


ART: 

by Marlena.Beach@lcps.org 
  

Fifth grade students will begin a ceramics project. We will be working with clay tiles. 

Fourth graders are will begin printmaking and a drawing and painting project on Virginia Birds. 

Fourth and Fifth graders are working on a GOOGLE DOODLE contest.  
Entries will be due Feb. 26th  

Third Graders will continue their printmaking project about their favorite things. 

Second Graders will continue printmaking animals and are spending some time exploring stop 

animation. First graders will be working on self-portraits! 

 

School Counseling: 

by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org    

      

National School Counseling Week February 5 - 9  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNSELORS 

 Assist in meeting special needs of students, 

Promote a positive school atmosphere, 

Teach classroom guidance lessons, 

Provide resources for parents, 

Counsel individual students, 

Meet with small groups, 

Consult with teachers, 

Confer with parents, 

Help in a crisis. 

  

School Counselors’ care 

about the emotional, 

social, and educational  

development of students. 

Contact Mrs. Shanholtzer if you have 

concerns about your Banneker student. 
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Banneker Student Council (SCA) Newsletter – Winter, 2018 

 

Banneker Broncos “Souper” Bowl Celebration! 

  

Help us give back to our local community by donating soup and other 

canned items between now and February 5th.  All items will be donated to 

7 Loaves in Middleburg which collects and provides food for families in 

need. 

  

Drop off boxes are located outside each classroom.  The class that sends 

in the most canned items will earn an EXTRA RECESS! 

  

Mark your calendar…… 

TEAM SPORTS DAY is Friday, February 2nd!  Kick-off Super Bowl weekend by 

wearing your favorite team sportswear to school on Friday.  No favorite 

team?  Wear your Banneker spirit wear! 

 Have a great idea for Banneker and the Student Council?  Write it down & give it to 

one of our SCA officers (Cooper, Julian, Hailey or Sebastian) 

  

Music:  
by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 

 

Things are really shaping up in the music room! First grade is continuing steps towards music 

literacy reading traditional rhythmic notation and even playing short melodies using Sol and 

Mi. Second graders will focus on the different types of percussion instruments and mallet 

technique, specifically practicing alternating with new songs. Third grade will continue to folk 

dance leading up to a special night... Stay tuned for more about that! Fourth grade keeps 

improving their recorder skills and will learn their fourth note and hone improvisational skills on 

the instrument. Fifth grade will continue working on recorder karate while also experiencing 

music in mixed meter. 

mailto:Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org


PE: Family Fitness 

by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 
Winter and indoor sports are settling in.  We are inside almost all of the time now.  Class is filled 

with “pacer” runners and jump ropers. We are running and jumping to keep our 

cardiovascular strength up during our more sedentary months.  We are also excited about the 

Booster-thon coming up, and we need to be in shape for that.   

Our volleyball unit is coming up and that is one of our fan favorites.  During the volleyball unit, 

there is an emphasis on movement to the ball, and the beach ball provides a great moderate 

ball speed for that.  

Keep in mind fifth graders are invited to play in our team handball tournament.  The time and 

location will be forthcoming.  Please be looking for a parent letter explaining more.   

We are having a good and fit time.  Go Broncos! 

 

 EL news:  ACCESS for ELLs Underway 

by Susan.Walker@lcps.org   

The WIDA ACCESS for ELLs which is a four-part annual battery of assessments of EL students' 

abilities in the four proficiency areas is well underway.  The four proficiency areas are listening, 

reading, speaking, and writing.  One-on-one Kindergarten testing has been completed.  

Practice for grades one through four will commence the first week of February.  Listening and 

reading assessments will then follow for each grade on the computer.  The listening and 

reading results will determine which level of speaking and writing assessments the students will 

subsequently take.  The speaking assessment will be administered to all on the computer.  The 

writing test will be paper and pencil for grades one through three.  Grade four will complete 

the writing assessment on the computer.  There are no grade five students taking these 

assessments as all are on monitor status.  Results of these assessments will be sent to the school 

in June and are included in the end-of-the-year report card packet mailed home.  The WIDA 

ACCESS for ELLs determines what level the EL students will be for the 2018-19 school year or if 

they move to monitor status. 

Search:  

by Shirley.Fortenbaugh@lcps.org   

 

Parent Referrals 

Parents can submit a referral for gifted services anytime between 2/20 and 3/2. Parent referrals 

are found on the LCPS gifted website https://www.lcps.org/Page/617 . Please consider 

attending a Gifted Information Night. The flyer is attached to this newsletter. 
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PTO news:  

by bannekerpto@yahoo.com 

Makers Space, Sports Club, Tennis, Bingo Night and Talent Show auditions?! February is a full 

and exciting month at Banneker! Makers Space and Sports Club continue to be very popular 

after school programs- the kids are loving it. And we are very excited to bring Tennis to 

Banneker this month. Information and sign up forms will be coming home soon. Talent Show 

auditions begin this week, so let us know if you haven't turned in the sign-up form. Auditions will 

be held after school, 2/1 and 2/2, and the first rehearsal will be 2/23. We are also excited 

about Bingo Night Friday February 23rd, come have fun and support our 5th graders' field trip 

to Baltimore- and win some crazy fun prizes! Lastly, as February wraps up, keep your eye out 

for information about the Traveling Planetarium, coming to Banneker early March. SO many 

fabulous events for our Banneker family!! 

 

As always, if you're looking to learn more and get involved, please join us at our regular board 

meeting on 2/14 at 9:30 in the Banneker teachers' lounge, or stop in for a cup of coffee at 

Petit LouLou on 2/22 at 9:30. We are also looking for LEAP and SEAC representatives; meetings 

are held monthly. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Your Banneker PTO 
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Insert Camp Reading PDF and update Elementary Gifted Information Sessions PDF 

 

 



 


